
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Native Americans                                                             Unit: 2 

Target Course/Grade Level: Eighth Grade                                     Timeline: 1
st
 & 2

nd
 Marking Periods 

Unit Summary:   

This unit focuses on the history and development of America’s Manifest Destiny westward and its 

negative effect on Native Americans.  This begins with Thomas Jefferson and ends with the 

ratification of the Dawes Act.   During this period of time, America expanded bringing with it new 

forms of technology and ideals and the importance of handling the “Indian Question.” 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts and Technology 

21
st
 century themes and skills: 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

-Collaboration and teamwork enable individuals or groups to achieve common goals with greater 

efficiency. 

Unit Rationale: 

Traditionally, Westward expansion is viewed from the American perspective; however, actual 

expansion should be viewed from both Native American and American views.  Through 

understanding the many reasons of push and pull factors, the students will develop an appreciation 

of American expansion.  Students will learn how technology, war, and social policy helped America 

grow and prosper, but began the sharp decline of American Indian cultures.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to think 

analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the environment shape 

the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to make informed decisions that 

reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as productive citizens in local, national, and 

global communities. 

 

9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical thinking, 

collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both global citizens and 

workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, 

and the development of transportation systems increased regional tensions. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 



global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

 

CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.4.a Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by analyzing 

policies, treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 

6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land 

through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

6.1.8.A.4.c Assess the extent to which voting rights were expanded during the Jacksonian period. 

6.1.8.B.4.a Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on the 

expansion and economic development of the United States. 

6.1.8.B.4.b Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of conflicts with 

and removal of Native Americans. 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different 

groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

6.1.8.C.4.a Analyze the debates involving the National Bank, uniform currency, and tariffs, and 

determine the extent to which each of these economic tools met the economic 

challenges facing the new nation. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that 

impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What are the effects of expansion? 

 What problems might a new nation face? 

 What forces unite and divide a nation? 

 Who decides what is right and fair? 

 Why do people move? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

 Even though there was less discrimination based 

on social class, discrimination based on sex and 

race grew worse beginning in the 1820’s. 

 Prejudice against Native Americans caused 

President Andrew Jackson to refuse to enforce a 

Supreme Court ruling. 

 A racist attitude led to the belief that the United 

States had the right to take over new lands 

 Expansion had positive economic affects for the 

country but negatively impacted Native 

  Americans, Chinese Americans, Mexican 

  Americans and African Americans 

 The discovery of precious natural resources and 

the desire to achieve wealth caused people to 

migrate west 

 Prejudice and the desire to achieve a better way 

of life caused white settlers to mistreat 

  Native Americans and Asians 

 

 

 



Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of 

settlers and territorial expansion, including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of 

Texas (1845), the acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and territorial acquisition resulting 

from the Mexican War (1846-1848). 

 Describe and map the continuing territorial expansion and settlement of the frontier, including the 

acquisition of new territories and conflicts with Native Americans, the Louisiana Purchase, the 

Lewis and Clark expedition, and the California gold rush. 

 Explain how state and federal policies influenced various Native American tribes (e.g., 

homeland vs. resettlement, Black Hawk War, Trail of Tears). 

 Discuss the Dawes Act of 1887, how it attempted to assimilate Native Americans by converting 

tribal lands to individual ownership, and its impact on Native Americans. 

 Discuss the role of Chief Sitting Bull, the outcome and impact of the Wounded Knee Tragedy of 

1890, and the suppression of the American Indian revivalist movement known as Ghost Dance. 

 Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

 Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

 Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, 

regions, and environments. 

 Use maps and other documents to explain historical migration of people, expansion and 

disintegration of empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

 Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

 Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and 

computer-generated information. 

 Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or 

position in a written and/or oral format. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment  

 

1. Write a research paper (Thesis) on the development and treatment of Native American 

history. 

2. Engage in a Native American culture day through researching food, music, dance and sport. 

 

Equipment needed: SMARTboard, Laptop, Student computer access, OTS Library 

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

1. America:  History of Our Nation (2009) by Prentice Hall 

2. Internet websites 

3. Dances with Wolves DVD for Sioux Culture description 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Formative Assessments 

 Homework 

 Essay Quizzes 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Blog Responses 

 Primary Source Analysis 

 Debate 

 

Integration of Technology:  

 Students will access databases to create and develop original thesis 

 Students will use the internet to explore topics and events 

 Students will use SMARTboard Technology to better understand curriculum topics 

 SMARTboard/Laptop 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

1. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ 

2. www.pbs.org 

3. ABC-CLIO databases 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

1. Write a Journal entry or letter about any event about westward expansion 

2. Show pictures of events in this history to better understand the history 

3. Reenact expansion through various teacher created games 

4. Create a timeline of American expansion 

5. Draw a poster that illustrates the importance of buffalo 

6. Interview a local American Indian group about their history 

7. Create flashcards on Native American groups 

8. Debate expansion in front of a court 

9. Debate the most important form of transportation 

10. Reenact the Trail of Tears 

Teacher Notes: 

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://www.pbs.org/

